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Division 20:  Country High School Hostels Authority, $13 351 000 - 
Mrs D.J. Guise, Chairman. 

Mr N.R. Marlborough, Minister Assisting the Minister for Education and Training. 

Mr J. Hopkins, Director. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT:  I refer to “Major Initiatives For 2006-07” on page 366 of the Budget Statements, and in 
particular the new boarding service to be provided on the existing facilities at the former City Beach High 
School for students attending Perth Modern School.  Has the boarding fee been determined; and, if so, what is it 
and will it cover the full cost of providing the boarding services on that site? 

Mr N.R. MARLBOROUGH:  I am happy to tell the member that it has been established.  I will ask Mr 
Hopkins to provide the details. 

Mr J. Hopkins:  The boarding fee at what in the interim will be called the City Beach Residential College will 
be $8 335.  It will be the same amount as all the other residential colleges in 2007. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT:  Does that cover the full cost of providing those services on that site? 

Mr N.R. MARLBOROUGH:  Mr Hopkins. 

Mr J. Hopkins:  There will be some supplementary funding initially.  The operating costs will require some 
subsidy in the early years because the enrolment will be so low. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT:  Can I have some indication of what the subsidy will be per student? 

Mr J. Hopkins:  I do not think I have that information here today. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT:  Can the minister provide that as supplementary information? 

Mr N.R. MARLBOROUGH:  I agree to provide that information. 

[Supplementary Information No A52.] 

Mr J.N. HYDE:  Is there an allocation in the forward estimates for the eventual residential building on the Perth 
Modern School site?  Has that been identified? 

Mr N.R. MARLBOROUGH:  All the capital is in the budget of the Department of Education and Training.  
There is no money in the forward estimates for that budget. 

Mr J.N. HYDE:  Is that the operating budget for when it is being built?  After it is built, will there be no more 
involvement in it? 

Dr E. CONSTABLE:  The capital works program is on page 367. 

Mr N.R. MARLBOROUGH:  That is right. 

Dr E. CONSTABLE:  It is a separate capital works budget, which includes $7.5 million for the Narrogin 
Residential College.  There is a capital works program for country high schools on page 367. 

Mr N.R. MARLBOROUGH:  I will hand it over to Mr Hopkins. 

Mr J. Hopkins:  In the past, capital funding for residential colleges has been allocated to the country hostels 
budget.  Funding for the capital program for the Perth Modern School proposal was made for an upgrade to Perth 
Modern School’s senior high school and a residential component, and was placed in the budget of the 
Department of Education and Training.  The only planning that we are undertaking is to make sure it is 
operational, that the staff are appointed, and that the planning and documentation is implemented.  That is the 
only operational expense in our budget. 

Mr G. WOODHAMS:  I refer to the mission statement and the first dot point on page 363 regarding new 
mining ventures.  In light of Esperance being one of the major growth areas of Western Australia with the 
establishment of a $2 billion mining industry on its doorstep and with more than 300 new residents in that part of 
the world, as well as the need for students to stay at school until the age of 17 years, where is the allocation of 
moneys in the forward estimates for the Esperance Residential College?  The minister would be aware that that 
was built to accommodate 85 students but now accommodates up to 120 students. 

Mr N.R. MARLBOROUGH:  No allocation has been provided for that this time around.  A proposal was 
presented but it was not included this time around.  However, it is intended to be a priority in next year’s budget.  
A master planning process and a business case for major improvements and additions to the Esperance 
Residential College has been completed.  That formed the basis of the submission for funds in this budget.  Other 
projects were regarded as a higher priority at this stage.  The government appreciates the need for additions to 



Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY - Wednesday, 24 May 2006] 

 p284b-287a 
Mr Colin Barnett; Mr Norm Marlborough; Mr John Hyde; Dr Elizabeth Constable; Mr Trevor Sprigg 

 [2] 

the Esperance Regional College for all the reasons that the member has indicated, and the government will give 
the project serious consideration when setting its capital works funding priorities in next year’s budget.  My 
reading of that indicates that it will be a major priority next year.  The timing of it in next year’s budget is crucial 
to the development to meet the increase in demands that the member has indicated will occur as a result of 
activities that are taking place in the region.  We believe that we will be able to satisfy the outcomes by making 
sure it is a major priority in next year’s budget. 

Mr G. WOODHAMS:  The minister and his adviser would appreciate that the Esperance Residential College is 
considered to be one of the jewels in the crown of the Country High School Hostels Authority.  The college is 
appreciated by the people of not only Esperance, but also the south coast and the goldfields.  I hope that the 
government provides the necessary moneys in next year’s budget to accommodate up to 120 students because 
overcrowding issues inevitably see people turned away and forces them to look at other possibilities.  The 
minister will appreciate that if people cannot find appropriate accommodation in regional Western Australia, 
inevitably they end up in Perth.  That is not a win-win situation; it is a lose-lose situation. 
Mr N.R. MARLBOROUGH:  The member’s curiosity may be satisfied by knowing that if the government had 
agreed to the budget application that was presented to it this year, which has been set aside to give it priority 
consideration next year, the college would have grown to accommodate about 144 residents.  That is a 
recognition of its status and capacity in the future.  Presently it is at full capacity with 106 students in residence, 
24 of whom have been accommodated in light-frame additions without any ablutions.  We are aware of the 
problems.  We are aware also of the substantial work that has been done to recognise the growth factors involved 
and of the need to progress.  As I said, the submission is based on accommodating 144 residents.  By the time we 
look at it during next year’s budget, it will probably increase to about 150 students.  We must be aware that it is a 
much-needed facility that is greatly admired.  People want to send their children to it because of its reputation.  
There is no doubt that serious consideration must be given to it in next year’s budget.  Mr Hopkins might want to 
say a few more words on the matter. 
Mr J. Hopkins:  The authority is very aware of the possibility that the mining venture will come on stream in 
Ravensthorpe because it has been planned for many years.  A full analysis costing of the improvements to the 
college has been undertaken; it has been costed and designed to the nth degree.  We are fully prepared and are 
ready to proceed with the necessary significant improvements and additions to the college when the funding 
becomes available.   
[2.40 pm] 
Mr G. WOODHAMS:  It is not just the Ravenswood nickel project that is driving the demand for places at the 
hostel in Esperance, there are other factors.  That residential college pulls in students from areas well and truly 
north of Kalgoorlie and from the wheatbelt.  It has established a wonderful reputation.  If the minister could give 
a commitment to developing 144 residential places in next year’s budget, it would be appreciated by the wider 
community of Western Australia.  
Mr N.R. MARLBOROUGH:  I thank the member for Greenough very much for that.  We will take that on 
board.  I do not see those numbers disappearing.  The member is right in highlighting the college’s reputation; it 
is one of the reasons we must give it serious consideration in the budget.  
Mr T.R. SPRIGG:  It reminds me of dormitory accommodation at Craig House Hostel in 1962 and 1963.  The 
standard number of 25 or 40 students to a dormitory has changed a bit in country hostels.  

Mr N.R. MARLBOROUGH:  It did not let the member for Murdoch down.  

Mr T.R. SPRIGG:  I refer to the top of page 367, and seek clarification on the new residential college in 
Broome.  Is the $6 million in this year’s budget deferred money carried over from last year, or is the total cost of 
the college $12 million?   
Mr N.R. MARLBOROUGH:  The total allocation is $9 million, of which $3 million is being carried over from 
last year’s budget. The amount of $2.2 million of that $9 million is a contribution from the Catholic Education 
Office of WA.  
Mrs J. HUGHES:  I refer to the Broome service at the second dot point under “Significant Issues and Trends” 
on page 363.  It is interesting that it raises the question of whether there is an increasing preference for 
Aboriginal families to use the facility.  Can the minister give me more information on that question?   
Mr J. Hopkins:  There is some significant history to this.  When Colin Barnett was the Minister for Education, 
we were looking at additions to residential accommodation in Kununurra.  We are hopeful that a project will be 
developed in Kununurra, which will be operated by the federally funded agency, Aboriginal Hostels Limited.  At 
that time, significant interest was shown in hostel accommodation for students in the Kimberley.  At the same 
time the Country High School Hostels Authority was looking at Broome, and making plans and investigating the 
demand in that region.  We have made significant plans.  We have acquired land behind the senior high school, 
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and we have a master plan for a facility for 128 students.  The initial scope of the works will not be anything like 
that, but we envisage that the demand could be significant.  A number of years ago, when the Catholics were 
running a boarding facility, which was the precursor to St Mary’s College, something like 200 students were 
boarding at that facility.  The demand is a bit unknown but we imagine that demand could be significant.  The 
recent experience in Halls Creek might indicate that families in remote communities, especially those whose 
children are at the secondary education level, will increasingly want to send their children to perhaps Kununurra 
or Broome, where they can access high quality educational opportunities at schools such as Broome Senior High 
School, St Mary’s College and TAFE.  
Mrs J. HUGHES:  Will that accommodation offer limited positions or will the number be open?   
Mr N.R. MARLBOROUGH:  Does the member mean limited accommodation in terms of Aboriginal families?   
Mrs J. HUGHES:  I mean will it be for Aboriginal families from remote communities, or will it be open to 
everyone?  

Mr N.R. MARLBOROUGH:  It will be available to everybody. As has been demonstrated in Esperance, there 
is a trend, and as governments we must make sure that we give educational opportunities to regional areas in a 
model that meets community needs.  What has been highlighted with all these regional colleges is the need to 
keep families together and not have them leave the towns.  We usually find that if a youngster of 15 or 16 years 
of age must leave Broome and relocate to Perth for educational outcomes, the family usually moves with the 
child and the town then loses a lot of people and skills from communities.  It is part of the reason for a drift from 
regional areas to the sea, not necessarily from Broome, but throughout Australia.  It is government’s 
responsibility to examine how best we alleviate that.  At the same time as we provide appropriate opportunities 
to keep families together, we must provide educational choices for youngsters when they attend school.  These 
colleges are very important in providing central areas in regions where people can be provided with the 
appropriate amenity so that they can build on that choice.  
Mr J.N. HYDE:  Is it right then that the old Ningaloo St Mary’s has closed down, and the government is now 
taking responsibility for accommodation for children attending church schools?  Is this an ongoing trend in WA?   
Mr J. Hopkins:  This was an initiative of which the Catholic Education Office was aware; namely, the authority 
was looking to establish a new boarding facility in Broome.  The Catholic Education Office approached the 
government at the time and indicated that it would like to “buy in” and buy places at residential colleges.  The 
Catholic Education Office negotiated a capital contribution that would in return give it a certain level of 
occupancy at that college.  It gives the Catholic Education Office a part occupancy at the college.  It is not the 
first instance in which government facilities have been utilised by the non-government sector.  It occurs also at 
the Albany Residential College, where students who attend local Catholic schools gain access to 12 places, 
which the Catholic Education Office bought into.  Similarly in Geraldton, some non-government students take 
up spare capacity that is not taken up by students who attend government schools.  The Catholic Education 
Office pays extra under terms and conditions approved by the minister to access those places.  
Mr J.N. HYDE:  Is St Pat’s school still in operation in Geraldton, or has that closed down?   
Mr J. Hopkins:  The member for Perth referred to the Catholic boy’s school, which is now part of Nagle 
Catholic College. 
Mr G. WOODHAMS:  Nagle Catholic College combines St Pat’s and Stella Maris.   
Mr J. Hopkins:  A residential facility still exists at St Patrick’s College.  In Geraldton, boarding for Catholic 
students is still largely at St Pat’s.   

Mr J.N. HYDE:  Is John Frewer College the government school?   

Mr J. Hopkins:  John Frewer College was a boys’ boarding facility and Della Hale College was a girls’ 
boarding facility.  They amalgamated on the Della Hale site as part of a significant capital improvement some 
years ago.  Now it is a male-female student residential facility.  At the time the Country High School Hostels 
Authority was open to both the Catholic and the Anglican sectors “buying in” if they wanted to make a capital 
contribution.  I refer to the time of the previous government.  At the time, an adjustment was made to the 
Country High School Hostels Authority Act because I think people could see that in country towns it made 
sense, if we could get appropriate capital contributions, to combine some of that access infrastructure to make it 
available to all sections.  It is similar to the way buses provide access to students so that they can go to 
government and non-government schools.  At residential facilities, one way or another they will be funded with 
some contribution from the public purse.  It seemed to be an efficient and effective way to use public money. 
The appropriation was recommended. 
[2.50 pm] 
 


